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06 October 2017 
Dear Francesca, 
 
ECCLR Committee scrutiny of Scottish Government draft budget 2018-
19 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform (ECCLR) Committee 
has agreed to focus its scrutiny of the Scottish Government’s draft Budget 
2018/19 on the Rural Affairs, Food and the Environment (RAFE) Strategic 
research portfolio and to consider the key agencies (Scottish Natural 
Heritage, the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency), Marine Scotland 
and Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC).  

The Committee has issued a call for evidence and is writing to you in advance 
of publication of the budget. The Committee is aware that SNH has recently 
appointed a new Chairman and Chief Executive and we would welcome your 
view on a number of questions, set out below. 

 Do the new Chair and Chief Executive propose to change SNH’s 
approach to budgeting and spend? 

 Is SNH expecting its budget to continue to decline over the coming 
years, and how is it planning to cope with this?  

 Whether the priorities and areas of lesser priority as specified by SNH 
last year, in correspondence to the Committee, remain the same this 
year for the next 5 years? 

 Last year SNH stated: “We will increasingly focus our grant spend on 

investing only in priority outcomes, meaning that there will be reduced 

funding available for projects that do not align with agreed priorities. 

There are implications for the community and voluntary sector.” Could 

you expand on this, and give us examples of where there have been 

impacts? 

 How does SNH prioritise between its statutory duties? 
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 To what extent to does SNH rely on levering in cash from other funding 
streams and partnership projects to support and enhance its work?  

 Are you any clearer on how leaving the EU will impact upon this than 
you were a year ago?  

 What do you consider to be the other challenges and impacts of 
leaving the EU and how is SNH addressing those? 

 To what extent is SNH is reliant on SRDP money to deliver its 
outcomes, where will reductions in this funding have the biggest impact 
and how do you intend to address this? 

 Are staffing levels anticipated to remain static or change over the next 
5 years? 

 Does SNH anticipate an under spend in 2018/19? 

 Are adequate resources available to meet the Aichi target of restoring 
15% of degraded ecosystems by 2020, and to tackle issues such as 
Invasive Non-Native Species at the catchment scale? 

 Are adequate resources available to tackle the challenges of effective 
deer and beaver management? 

 
Should you wish clarification of the points please contact the clerks to the 
Committee. We request a response by 31 October 2017. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Graeme Dey MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  
 
 
 
  


